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aLegislative and Other Rule of Law News  

President Poroshenko and Parliament Dismiss Over 400 Judges  

In January and February 2016, President Poroshenko dismissed 7 judges that handled Maidan-related protest 
cases as recommended by the Interim Special Commission on Vetting Judges. He also dismissed Judge 
Rodion Kireev, who handled the Timoshenko case, as well as a judge based on a criminal conviction in 
addition to 83 other judges who continued to serve on the bench in occupied Crimea. The Verkhovna Rada 
dismissed an additional 4 judges following criminal convictions. Since autumn 2015, the Parliament and 
President also removed another 300 judges, the vast majority of which voluntarily resigned.  Read more here. 

Constitutional Court to Clarify Procedures for Amending the Constitution 

On January 19, 2015, 51 members of the Verkhovna Rada submitted a petition to the Constitutional Court 
regarding the interpretation of what is meant by “the following session of the Verkhovna Rada” in Article 155 of 
the Constitution which requires constitutional amendments be considered during two separate sessions in 
order to be formally adopted.  The issue is whether amendments to the Constitution have to be considered in 
the next immediate session or any following session. This is directly related to constitutional amendments 
related to the judiciary and decentralization, which were preliminarily approved in the last parliamentary 
session. If the Constitutional Court concludes that it means the next immediate session, adoption would have 
to take place during the current session.  It is uncertain when the Court expects to render its decision.    

Draft Law on Procedures for Drafting a New Constitution Registered in Parliament 

On January 19, 2015, a group of MPs registered in the Verkhovna Rada the draft Law on Procedures for 
Drafting a New Constitution (No. 3781). The draft law would establish new procedures for the development of 
an entirely new Constitution. It requires the creation of a Constitutional Assembly, consisting of 300 
representatives, elected by the public. The President, MPs, Members of the Cabinet of Ministers, high ranking 
government officials, judges of the Constitutional Court, judges, prosecutors or any person who held any of 
these positions during last 5 years together with persons who were banned from public office under the Law on 
the Purification of Government cannot be representatives in the Constitutional Assembly. After the new 
Constitution is approved by referendum, representatives of the Constitutional Assembly cannot run for 
President, become a member of the Parliament, cannot be appointed to political positions in any enforcement 
body, become a high ranking government official, and cannot become a judge or prosecutor. Pursuant to the 
draft law, the Constitutional Assembly would develop and adopt a new Constitution following broad public 
discussions. The Constitution would ultimately be adopted by national referendum. FAIR experts believe that 
the overall idea of the draft law is positive, highlighting the importance of wide ranging and inclusive public 
discussions about constitutional reforms. Nevertheless, this draft law would require significant amendments to 
the Constitution, along with other laws (e.g., election legislation). This would seriously hinder its adoption, 
which should also be preceded by a long procedure for amending the Constitution, including amending 
Chapter XII related national referendum.   

President Poroshenko Appoints Two Justices of the Constitutional Court 

On January 26, 2016, President Poroshenko appointed Judge Volodymyr Moisyk, retired Justice of the 
Supreme Court and former Chair of the Interim Special Commission for Vetting Judges, and Professor Viktor 
Kolisnyk of the Kharkiv National Law University to the Constitutional Court (CCU). On January 27, 2016, they 
joined Justice Viktor Kryvenko of the Supreme Court, who was elected to the CCU by the Congress of Judges, 
in taking the oath of office in the Verkhovna Rada. Read more here. 

 

http://www.president.gov.ua/documents/102016-19725
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=57684
http://www.president.gov.ua/news/prezident-priznachiv-dvoh-suddiv-konstitucijnogo-sudu-ukrayi-36663


Procedure for Adopting Constitutional Amendments Changed 

On January 28, 2016, the Verkhovna Rada adopted the Law on Amending Article 149 of the Regulations on 
the Procedure of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (No. 948-VIII). The main aim of the law is to clarify the 
process for adopting amendments to the Constitution. As noted above, Article 155 of the Constitution requires 
constitutional amendments be considered during two separate sessions in order to be formally adopted. The 
same provision was included in the Regulations on the Procedure of the Verkhovna Rada. The issue is 
whether amendments to the Constitution have to be considered in the next immediate session or any following 
session. The adopted law establishes that: (1) the newly elected Verkhovna Rada can consider amendments 
to the Constitution, if the relevant draft law was preliminarily approved, but the final voting was not conducted 
during the previous convocation of the Parliament; and (2) if the constitutional amendments were preliminary 
approved and were not considered during the next immediate session, they can be considered in the next 
session. The President signed the Law on the same day. This law can be seen as an attempt to secure the 
adoption of constitutional amendments related to the judiciary and decentralization, which were preliminarily 
approved in the last parliamentary session. The adoption of this law was conducted in parallel with submitting 
a petition to the Constitutional Court on the same issue as mentioned above.  

Verkhovna Rada Approves Revised Draft Constitutional Amendments Related to the Justice Sector 

On February 2, 2016, the Verkhovna Rada approved the revised draft Law on Amending the Constitution (No. 
3524). 244 MPs voted for the revised draft law, more than the 226 required for approval. President Poroshenko 
submitted the revised draft constitutional amendments on January 26, 2016. The draft includes the Verkhovna 
Rada’s right to remove the Prosecutor General. This provision was excluded from the previous draft because 
of the Venice Commission recommendations to avoid any political influence over the Prosecutor General. On 
January 28, 2016, the Verkhovna Rada voted to include the revised draft law to the agenda and send it to the 
Constitutional Court (CCU) for the review. On February 1, 2016, the CCU issued its opinion on the compliance 
of the revised draft law with the Constitution. Read more here. Earlier, on January 22, 2016, the CCU issued 
its opinion on the conformity with the Constitution of the previous draft constitutional amendments related to 
the justice sector submitted by the Verkhovna Rada on December 22, 2015. The next step in the constitutional 
process is final adoption by the Verkhovna Rada of the revised draft law.  

 
 

aFAIR Updates 

Results of Court User Satisfaction Surveys Presented in Sumy 

On January 15, 2016, the USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) together with its grantee “League of Social 
Workers” presented the results of court user satisfaction surveys conducted using the Citizen Report Card 
(CRC) methodology for the first time for all 23 courts in the Sumy region. This included recommendations to 
improve the quality of court performance by providing more timely information about court processes and 
hearings, adequate space for waiting for court hearings and preparing documents, and better access for 
persons with disabilities. An overarching theme across all courts in the region was improving court 
communications and public outreach. Sumy courts performed fairly well overall with an average score from 
3.43 to 4.87 out of 5. A number of courts implemented recommendations immediately after receiving survey 
results, including the Zarichnyi District Court which updated public information materials and conducted 
trainings for court staff and the Sumy Administrative Circuit Court which provided more space for court user to 
wait and prepare documents, as well as improved access to the court for persons with disabilities. 

Law Schools Develop Improved Testing Skills  

The USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) continues to support the Ministry of Education and Science (MOE) 
and Ministry of Justice (MOJ) in preparing and implementing a pilot external independent admissions test for 
candidates to master's degree programs in law. The overall goal is to ensure fair and corruption-free admission 
to graduate programs at ten law schools that volunteered to partake in this pilot project. FAIR conducted 
trainings on test item writing and preparation for law professors from participating law schools on January 28 
and 29, 2016 in Kyiv and February 9 and 10, 2016 in Lviv. During the training programs, participants learned 
international standards and best practices of development, peer-review, piloting and calibration of quality test 
items, as well as creating a database of quality test questions. FAIR also supported the Lviv National 

http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/948-viii
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=57209
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=57209
http://www.ccu.gov.ua/uk/publish/article/301278
http://iportal.rada.gov.ua/news/Novyny/124223.html
http://www.ccu.gov.ua/uk/publish/article/299427


University (LNU) in creating statistical analysis modules for the university’s computer-based testing system to 
build the technical and statistical capacity of LNU and advance the establishment of the LNU Center for 
Excellency in Legal Testing. 

Council of Judges Commits Itself to Promoting Court Excellence in Ukraine 

Representatives of the Council of Judges presented its Court 
Performance Evaluation System (CPE) at the International 
Conference on Court Excellence “Judiciary of the Future” on 
January 28 and 29, 2016 in Singapore with support from the 
USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR).  The conference included 
representatives of the world’s leading judicial institutions and 
organizations that have designed and implemented some of the 
most effective and innovative approaches to modern court 
administration aiming to build court excellence around the globe. 
After successfully presenting the CPE to conference participants, 
Chair of the Council of Judges (COJ) Justice Valentyna 
Simonenko made a commitment to promote court excellence in 
Ukraine to build public trust and conference in the judiciary which 
is critically important given the current public demand for judicial 
reform. The Ukrainian delegation, which included Judge Grygoriy 
Aleynikov, Chair of the COJ Committee on Judicial Administration 
and Judge Anatoly Babiy of the Odessa Court of Appeals, also 
agreed to advance a new idea that they learned at the conference 
related to establishing community justice centers – non-profit 
entities focused on public legal literacy, legal aid and courts and 
community communication. The delegation also plans to promote 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) and development and plan to 
conduct a nationwide campaign to improve public perception of the 
judiciary. 

Bar Associations Establish Committees to Advance Legal 
Education Reform 

The Association of Ukrainian Advocates (AUA) on January 28, 2016 and the Association of Ukrainian Lawyers 
(AUL) on February 18, 2016 both established committees to modernize legal education as recommended the 
USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR). This for the first time engages the legal community in developing 
standards for the legal profession which will serve as a basis for legal education standards. This work resulted 
from a FAIR survey on legal job market expectations which identified the knowledge, skills and abilities that 
law graduates should possess to meet modern market demands. Both the AUA and AUL actively participated 
in the survey and will now play a key role as advocates for legal education reform. More information about the 
AUL Commission for Advancement of Legal Education is available in Ukrainian at: 
http://uba.ua/ukr/news/4179/. 

Judges and Court Staff Trained on Improving Access to Justice for Persons with Disabilities 

On January 29, 2016, USAID FAIR (FAIR) Justice Project grantee Law and Democracy Foundation conducted 
a training of trainers program in Kyiv for judges and court staff who will serve as faculty for the National School 
of Judges (NSJ) on training programs focused on improving access to justice for people with disabilities. Later, 
on February 5, 2016, NSJ with FAIR launched in Lviv a series of regional training programs for judges and 
court staff on improving access to courts and court services for persons with disabilities based on a new 
curriculum developed by the Law and Democracy Foundation.  

 

 

 
 
Chair of the Council of Judges Justice 
Valentyna Simonenko delivering her 
presentation at the International Conference 
on Court Excellence “Judiciary of the Future” 
on January 29, 2016 in Singapore. 

http://courtexcellenceconference.com/programme/
http://courtexcellenceconference.com/programme/
http://uba.ua/ukr/news/4179/


FAIR Signs Protocol of Cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science  

On February 4, 2016, the USAID FAIR Justice Project 
(FAIR) signed a Protocol of Cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MOE) 
which outlines areas for current and future cooperation 
to promote legal education reform in line with 
international and European standards. This includes 
further work on drafting national standards for legal 
education and piloting the first ever independent 
admissions test for master’s degree programs in law. 
In addition, Acting Minister of Education Inna Sovsun 
and FAIR Chief of Party David Vaughn discussed 
long-term strategies for reforming legal education in 
response to social demands and job market 
requirements for more highly qualified lawyers, judges 
and prosecutors. FAIR and MOE also discussed 
activities to enhance academic integrity, strengthen 
the quality of teaching law, and improve the level of 
legal research and writing in Ukraine. 

Council of Judges Presents Court Performance Evaluation System to Rule of Law Donors 

On February 3, 2016, Judge Ruslan Arsirii of the Council of Judges (COJ) presented the COJ’s Court 
Performance Evaluation (CPE) System, which was developed with USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) 
support.  The approved CPE system can be found at 
http://www.fair.org.ua/content/library_doc/COURT_PERFORMANCE_ENG2015.pdf.  In addition, OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM) team, including Head of Human Dimension Unit Florian 
Razesberger and Legal Analyst Asa Solway, presented the OSCE SMM report on “Access to Justice and the 
Conflict in Ukraine”. The report is available in Ukrainian and English at http://www.osce.org/uk/ukraine-
smm/212321?download=true (Ukrainian) and http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/212311?download=true 
(English). 

Prof. Hans Petter Graver Delivers Lecture on 
Judicial Accountability at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 

On February 10, 2016, USAID FAIR Justice Project 
(FAIR) Expert Prof. Hans Petter Graver of the 
University of Oslo delivered a lecture at Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy entitled, “The Immoral Choice – How 
Judges Participate in the Transformation of Rule of 
Law to Legal Evil”. This event was aimed at raising 
public awareness about the role of judicial 
accountability in ensuring the rule of law. Prof. Graver 
is the author of the groundbreaking book "Judges 
Against Justice. On Judges When the Rule of Law is 
Under Attack". A presentation of his book is available 
at 
https://screencast.uninett.no/relay/ansatt/hgraveruio.no/2015/20.11/3353333/Judges_Against_Justice_-
_20151120_123519_38.html. 

Experts and Judges Discuss the Role of a Judge in Protecting the Rule of Law  

Ukrainian judges should be held accountable for corruption and gross violations of fundamental human rights, 
argued experts at a roundtable organized by the USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) on February 11, 2016. 
Prof. Hans Petter Graver of the University of Oslo and Judicial Reform Expert Pavol Zilincik of Slovakia 
presented the results of their research on judicial accountability and best practices in vetting judges in 
Slovakia, Romania, Hungary and the Czech Republic.  

 
 
Prof. Hans Petter Graver delivering his presentation at Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy on February 10, 2016. 

 
 
Acting Minister of Education Inna Sovsun and FAIR Chief of Party 
David Vaughn after signings the Protocol of cooperation on 
February 4, 2016. 

http://www.fair.org.ua/content/library_doc/COURT_PERFORMANCE_ENG2015.pdf
http://www.osce.org/uk/ukraine-smm/212321?download=true
http://www.osce.org/uk/ukraine-smm/212321?download=true
http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/212311?download=true
https://screencast.uninett.no/relay/ansatt/hgraveruio.no/2015/20.11/3353333/Judges_Against_Justice_-_20151120_123519_38.html
https://screencast.uninett.no/relay/ansatt/hgraveruio.no/2015/20.11/3353333/Judges_Against_Justice_-_20151120_123519_38.html


In addition, Ukrainian experts Markiyan 
Halabala, Former Deputy Chair of the Interim 
Special Commission for Vetting Judges and 
Roman Kuybida, Member of Board of Directors 
of the Centre of Policy and Legal Reform and 
Judicial Expert for Reanimation Package of 
Reforms reported on the results of their analysis 
of factors of influence and interference into the 
process of administering justice during Maidan 
protests and raised the question about the 
borderline between judicial discretion and 
judicial arbitrariness and negligence. The 
recommendations of experts included:  
decreasing the influence of prosecution and 
political forces on the work of judges and courts, 
strengthening the guarantees of judicial 
independence, raising judicial ethical standards 
and enforcing those standards. Participants 
included representatives of the Verkhovna 

Rada, Presidential Administration, Ministry of Justice, High Council of Justice, High Qualification Commission 
of Judges, Council of Judges, Supreme Court, civil society organizations and academia. 

Trainings on “Court and Community Communications” Conducted in Kyiv 

On February 16 and 17, 2016, the National School of Judges with support from the USAID FAIR Justice 
Project (FAIR) and the European Union Advisory Mission to Ukraine conducted two one-day trainings on court 
communications for judge-speakers and court public information officers (PIOs) from Kyiv and Kyiv region. The 
purpose of these trainings was to share US, European and Ukrainian best practices and lessons learned in 
building effective court communication with the public, and enhance the communications skills of judges and of 
PIOs. Along with Ukrainian specialists on court communication, the training program included experts from the 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Denmark and the United States. 

High Qualifications Commission of Judges Launches Qualifications Evaluation of Judges 

On February 17, 2016, the High Qualifications Commission of Judges (HQC) launched the initial qualifications 
evaluation of judges starting with 100 judges who have submitted applications for lifetime appointment. The 
first group of 19 judges completed an anonymous written test, prepared a case study and discussed the results 
with members of HQC Qualifications Chamber. On February 24 and 25, the HQC Qualifications Chamber 
conducted interviews with judges from this group on the results of a review of their judicial dossiers. The HQC 
subsequently decided that 13 judges proved their ability to administer justice and one judge was suspended 
from the bench and sent to the National School of Judges to undergo training that will be followed by a 
repeated qualifications evaluation. One judge out of 19 was not allowed to the interview as he had already 
been dismissed by the President on the ground of the breach of oath. The HQC postponed making decisions 
on four judges due to the need for additional review of their dossiers. By the end of March 2016, the HQC 
plans to complete the initial qualifications evaluation of 100 judges who submitted applications for lifetime 
appointment. The USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) provided technical assistance to the HQC to support the 
video and audio recording and broadcasting of the initial qualification evaluation process. More information can 
be found on the HQC’s website at http://vkksu.gov.ua/ua/news/piershi-7-suddiw-projshli-pierwinnie-
kwalifikacijnie-ociniuwannia-/ and http://vkksu.gov.ua/ua/news/6-suddiw-pidtwierdili-mozliwist-zdijsniuwati-
prawosuddia-/. 

US Ambassador Calls for Judicial Reform Push 

On February 18, 2016, U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt told a conference on constitutional reform that 
government reform, particularly judicial reform, must remain a Government of Ukraine priority. Ambassador 
Pyatt noted that during the Revolution of Dignity two years ago Ukrainians demanded significant changes in 
the government, to embrace European values, and make Ukraine truly democratic, including stronger rule of 
law, transparent and accountable government and honest, uncorrupted leaders. “There is nothing more urgent, 

 
 
Participants of the professional discussion “Protecting the Rule of Law is 
a Judge’s duty” on February 11, 2016. 

http://vkksu.gov.ua/ua/news/piershi-7-suddiw-projshli-pierwinnie-kwalifikacijnie-ociniuwannia-/
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http://vkksu.gov.ua/ua/news/6-suddiw-pidtwierdili-mozliwist-zdijsniuwati-prawosuddia-/
http://vkksu.gov.ua/ua/news/6-suddiw-pidtwierdili-mozliwist-zdijsniuwati-prawosuddia-/


there is no greater challenge to Ukraine today 
than the task of building a genuine rule of law 
society and a judiciary in which the Ukrainian 
people have pride and confidence, “ said the 
U.S. Ambassador. “Building a system that is 
based on the rule of law will allow the Ukrainian 
people to build a European future that they have 
sacrificed so much to achieve.”  

Ambassador Pyatt said that Ukraine needs a 
credible nominee for Prosecutor General, one 
who enjoys the support of the Rada and 
Ukraine’s civil society. He explained that the 
next Prosecutor General must push for 
systemic, institutional change to root out 
corruption within the Prosecutor General’s 
Office and ensure that it is reinvented –much 
like Ukraine’s police force was - as an institution 
to serve the citizens of Ukraine. 

The U.S. Ambassador spoke at a conference 
co-sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International Development, the European Union, the Council of Europe 
and Ukraine’s Council of Judges on the second anniversary of Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity and the deaths 
of 105 protestors. The event offered a forum for discussion on how to achieve consensus among stakeholders 
on the changes required to the Constitution to strengthen the independence, accountability, transparency, and 
efficiency of the judiciary. Oleksiy Filatov, Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine; 
Valentyna Simonenko, Chair of the Council of Judges of Ukraine, Supreme Court Justice; Marius Janukonis, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania in Ukraine, and Hanne Juncher, Head of the Justice and Legal 
Cooperation Department, Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law, Council of Europe, 
participated in the conference. 

Mr. Filatov stated that the ideology of the draft on the whole provides for ensuring that the judiciary functions in 
line with the rule of law, society's expectations and the European system of values and standards for 
protection of human rights. "Today we are at the final stage of this constitutional process and only one step 
separates us from introducing in Ukraine the new rules and standards for the judiciary, which is the final 
approval of this draft by 300 votes in the Parliament as required by the Constitution. After that there will be 
another important process - implementation of constitutional changes and adoption of the respective 
implementation laws," said Mr. Filatov. 

First Ever Law School Code of Conduct Adopted 

The USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) successfully supported 
Chernivtsi National University Law School (CNU) in developing and 
adopting a code of conduct for student, professors and 
administrators entitled, “Moral and Ethical Minimum”. FAIR Expert 
Prof. Thomas H. Rice of Washington and Lee University School of 
Law provided guidance to the CNU code of conduct working group 
co-chaired by CNU Law School Dean Petro Patsurkivskyi and 
Deputy Dean Dmytro Kostya with the participation of law professors 
and students.  Through a series of webinars, Prof. Rice shared 
information on community ethics and international best practices of 
developing codes of conduct for law schools. CNU unanimously 
adopted the “Moral and Ethical Minimum” Code on December 24, 
2015. On February 16 and 17, 2016, FAIR conducted a workshop 
for CNU students, law professors, and administrators on 
implementation and enforcement of the Code. Following the 
workshop, CNU plans to further refine the Code, develop rules of 
procedure and enforcement policies, and establish a CNU 
Committee on Ethics. As Dean Patsurkivskyi said in his welcoming 

 
 
U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt told a conference on constitutional 
reform in Kyiv on February 18, 2016. 

 

http://www.fair.org.ua/content/library_doc/CNU_Moral_and_Ethical_Minimum_ENG.pdf


remarks on February 16, 2016, “Adoption and further work on our Moral and Ethical Minimum is a small, but 
very important step towards enhanced academic integrity and improved legal education.” 

FAIR Signs Memorandum of Cooperation with the Presidential Administration  

On February 22, 2016, USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) Chief of Party David Vaughn and Head of the 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine Borys Lozhkin signed a Memorandum of Cooperation which outlines 
areas for current and future cooperation to promote reforms led by the Presidential Administration. This 
includes developing recommendations to improve the legal framework related to the justice sector; supporting 
the constitutional reform process; engaging civil society organizations in judicial reform through public outreach 
and communications activities; promoting bar reform and strengthening standards for admission to the bar and 
disciplinary procedures; and supporting legal education reform in line with international and European 
standards, including improving accreditation processes and establishing a system for external quality 
assurance. 

Joint FAIR and MSU Judicial Administration Certificate Program Improved for Third Round 

From February 22 to 26, 2016, the USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) in cooperation with the State Judicial 
Administration (SJA), National School of Judges (NSJ) with Michigan State University (MSU) conducted a 
materials and faculty development workshop for the third round of the Judicial Administration Certificate 
Program. MSU and Ukrainian faculty updated materials to reflect recent legislative changes, while improving 
teaching skills and approaches in delivering the joint program. The third round of the program will be 
conducted in March and April 2016 and include another 40 competitively selected judicial personnel from 
throughout Ukraine, who will receive comprehensive training on modern court administration and 
management. 

aUpcoming Events  

Dr. Pim Albers to Deliver Sixth Rule of Law Lecture at Ukrainian Catholic University 

On March 2, 2016, the USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) jointly with the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU) Rule of Law Center in Lviv will conduct the sixth rule of 
law lecture. FAIR Expert Dr. Pim Albers of the Netherlands will deliver a lecture on 
the “Rule of Law and Reforming the Judiciary: Should This Be Based on 
International Standards or Is an 'A la Carte Solution' Required?” The purpose of this 
event is to raise public awareness about contemporary developments in ensuring 
the rule of law through best practices in judicial reform. The event will also help 
strengthen both understanding of and respect for the rule of law among Ukrainian 
law students, academics, legal practitioners, and public officials. Registration for the 
lecture is available at http://goo.gl/forms/V965xEdE4U. The lecture begins at 4:00 
PM and will be broadcast live online at www.tvoemisto.tv/on-line/. 

 

High Qualifications Commission of Judges and National School of Judges to Conduct a Discussion on 
Regular Judicial Evaluation  

On March 4, 2016, the USAID FAIR Justice Project (FAIR) jointly with European Union (EU) Project “Support 
to Justice Sector Reforms in Ukraine”, Council of Europe (COE) Project “Support to the Implementation of the 
Judicial Reform in Ukraine” and COE and EU Joint Project “Consolidation of Justice Sector Policy 
Development in Ukraine” will support the High Qualifications Commission of Judges (HQC) and National 
School of Judges (NSJ) in conducting a roundtable on “Regular Judicial Performance Evaluation of Judges in 
Ukraine: Key Aspects of Implementing the Law on the Judiciary and Status of Judges”.  Participants will 
discuss how to best develop and implement four types of regular evaluation of judges as required by the Law 
on the Right to Fair Trial, specifically evaluation (1) by the NSJ trainers based on the results of judicial training; 
(2) by other judges of the relevant court (peer evaluation); (3) by a judge him/herself (self-evaluation); and (4) 
by NGOs, including an independent evaluation of a judge’s performance during public court sessions. 

 

http://goo.gl/forms/V965xEdE4U
http://www.tvoemisto.tv/on-line/


Representatives of courts, HQC, NSJ, Council of Judges, State Judicial Administration, NGOs, international 
projects and programs will participate in the event. 
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