SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF UKRAINE
Submission of Application and Documents
Applicants must submit to the HQC:
(art. 81, para. 4(1) Law on the Judiciary and Status of
Judges)
- written submission on conducting qualifications evaluation;
(art.71, para. 1 (2-13))
- copy of Ukrainian passport;
- application form for a candidate judge;
- motivation letter;
- declaration of family ties;
- copy of law degree (with transcripts), and copies of documents regarding academic rank, title (if any);
- copy of labor book or military service record (if any);
- medical certificate regarding candidate’s health confirming fitness to perform government service;
- written consent to collect, store, process and use information about the candidate;
- consent to conduct background check;
- declaration of a person authorized to act as a government
or local self-government official (asset declaration);
- copy of military card;
- statement confirming compliance with the requirements
of the Law on the Purification of Government;
(art. 81 para. 4 (3))
- documents which certify compliance with one of the
following requirements:
1) at least 10 years of experience as a judge;
2) academic degree in the field of law and at least 10 years
of academic experience;
3) at least 10 years of professional experience as a trial
lawyer in court and/or criminal defense attorney;
4) at least 10 years of cumulative professional experience
listed in sub-sections 1-3

Announcement of Competition (art.70, para. 1(1-2))
High Qualifications Commission of Judges (HQC):
- issues decision to announce competition to fill available vacancies
- posts announcement on its official website

Acceptance of Applications and Eligibility Check (art.81, para. 5(1))
HQC:
- accepts applications and supporting documents
- verifies eligibility of applicants

Creation of Dossier (art.81, para. 5(1))
HQC:
- creates a dossier of a candidate to the Supreme Court justice position

Background Check (art.81, para. 5(2))
HQC:
- conducts background check of eligible candidates

Judicial Candidates
Dossier (art.85, p. 5)
for candidates from
bar and academia

Qualifications Evaluation (QE)
HQC:
- conducts qualifications evaluation of candidates (art.81, para. 5(3))
Steps in the process (HQC decides on the priority of steps) (art.85, para. 1-3):
- examination (includes written anonymous test and case study), test questions (items) and case study
developed taking instance (level of review) and specialization into consideration
- review of candidate’s dossier and interview
HQC may decide to conduct other tests to check personal, moral and psychological qualities, general
abilities of the candidate, as well as any other means to check his/her suitability to become a justice

Successfully Passed QE
HQC:
- issues a decision on eligibility of candidate
to administer justice as a Supreme Court
justice
- sets rating for candidate for competition

Results
and HQC
Decision
(art.81,
para. 5(4))

Submission of Recommendation to HCJ (art.81, para 6)
HQC:
- selects candidates according to their rating;
- submits recommendation to the High Council of Justice (HCJ) on
appointment of candidate as Supreme Court justice

HCJ Consideration and Decision (art.81)

Refusal to Appoint (art.79, para. 19,20)
HCJ:
- issues decision on refusal to appoint candidate provided that there was:
(1) a reasonable doubt about the candidate’s integrity or professional ethics or other
circumstances that may adversely affect public confidence in the judiciary;
(2) a violation of the procedure for appointment as a justice

Appeal (art.79 para. 21)
Candidate:
- may file an appeal to the Supreme Court in the event that:
1) HCJ composition had no authority to issue the decision;
2) decision was not signed by any of the HCJ members who participated in the deliberation;
3) the HCJ decision contains no reference to legal provisions to uphold refusal to appoint candidate

HQC - High Qualifications Commission of Judges of Ukraine
HCJ - High Council of Justice
QE - Qualifications evaluation

Dossier for Judges
(art.85, para.4)
for candidates who
are judges

Decision on Appointment
(art.79, para. 18)
HCJ:
- sends submission to the President of
Ukraine to appoint candidate as Supreme Court justice

Appointment (art.80)
President of Ukraine:
- Issues decree to appoint candidate as
Supreme Court justice within 30 days
of receipt of HCJ submission

Failed QE
HQC:
- issues a decision on ineligibility of candidate to administer justice as a Supreme
Court justice

Appeal (art.88, para. 3,4)
Candidate:
- may file an appeal pursuant
to the Code of Administrative
Adjudication if:
1) HQC composition had no
authority to conduct QE;
2) decision was not signed by
any of the HQC members
who conducted QE;
3) judge (judicial candidate)
was not duly notified about
QE—if the HQC issued decision on his/her ineligibility
because of failure to appear
for QE;
4) decision contains no reference to legal provisions applied by HQC

